n recent years, some of Brazlls most glamaorous gocte bave beon -'-"lt-" ”’{. R
I forsaking their traditional watering holes of Bahia and Angra for the S ke kIO
mare discreet charms of an iskind near the southern tip of the country,
Santa Catarina—usually referred toby locals as Floripa, for the idand’s capi- USEd t[} be 2:[]
tal city, Floriandpolis—is an easy hour or so flight from cither Bio de Janeiro yearg agﬂ . | t S
e S0 Paulo and boasts 300 square milks of ravishing beaches and hovuriant - || easygoin A
rainforests. Por jaded Cariocas or Paulistas, its attractions go cven beyond ]
the natural splendaors: There's nightlife and safety {the latter scems tobea SE[}I‘S CEII" 0S
s plug, considering the erime plaguing both Brazilian metropolizes ). ot
Mow Americans appear to be catching on. Calvin Klein and musician Mlel E A r-ld the
Ben Harper were spoited there this winter, And one longtime frequenter, DEDD]E are the
Mew York-based nighelife éentreprencur Jeflirey Jah, just opened o beach mDSt beautl-ﬁ_j
clubas well as a nightspot, Perhaps Americans feel at home withthe island's - arr)
Southern California vibe, which emanates from the Jocal susfing cultureas || BraZ| | ?
| weell geca meu::inu of blonds,
Thanks ta the heavy proportion of German settlers in ihe area, an
| uncanny number of women here bend 1o book ke mode] Gisele Bindehen,
| whowas brought upin nearby Porto Alegre and often lolidays on the island.
| Contrary to popular speculstion, most of the Germans who arrived were no:
Mazis on the run bat immigrants in the 18208 who carme ar the behest of the
‘ emperar of the newly independent Brazil, Dom Pedro L Since this part of
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his exmpire wes also claimed by Argentina and Uruguay, Dom Pedrodnited
Large numbers of German citizens o the sparsely populated aren toservenza
bulkhead against incursions, Thus, today, beer, sausage and saserkraut are
dict staples along with aroz ¢ frindo.

Formunately, the island's active lifestde scems 1o keep everybody in
shape. Floripa offers outsianding opportundties for all water sportssurfing,

Sporty and sexy, Floripa is the

! beach getaway for posh Brazilians and ;
: ahead-of-the-pack Americans. ML o
of Lagea da Conaipio:

| Carlers. Weke's lvirg
| Fhotographs by MATTHIED SALVAING Fowcamm, eEh its indosar

poal; & ‘beach conceasion
sland: sbralkers.
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Brazil’s New Beat

kite surfing, sailing and diving, On dey land, there's
also plenty to do, including something known as
sandboarding. A favorite local pastime similar 1o
snowboarding, it involves swooshing down the
sand dunes that form a lunarlike landscape on the
eastern side of the iskand, Winth excollent bilse trails
dlsey available, it's no wonder that the island plays
regular host to Ironiman competitions.

For many visitors, the sporty life is the inidal
druwr. S0 Paubo=born and Mew York-based fash-
ion designer Carlos Miele started visiting in the mid-
Eighties tosurf. But like an incroasing number, he was
s tnken with the islnd that he builva house theee five
vears ago, an elepant ploss stroctiere smoothly inte-
grated into the rainforest vepetation. In recens years,
realestare prices have been spiraling upaward 2a more
and more Brazilians look for second homes. Nice
beschiront houses now nan$2 million 1o 510 million.

“Ie’s Likoe By uased oo be 20 years ago. If's all easy-
going and there are places where naruse ssill is boft
untouched,” Micls says, “Besides the beach, there
nre great restanrants and miphuebabs, i vou want that.
And the people are the most beautifl in Brasl®

viieke's house s near the commaniny of Lagoa da
Conoeigo, which has o distincely Malibu, sich-hippie
wvibee, Many of the island's 42 beaches have sdjscent
villages, and each seems wo possess a distines charse-
ter, While funley inns with varying desrees of charm
exst, o wop-level hotels soem 1o be on the beaches
yet, The most comformable and central option—if
not the most colosful—is the brand-new Sofitel in
Floriantpolis, & 15-swony ower with wellappoimted
rooms. Although the capital is pleasant, it's fairly
bland—largely consisting of modern glass high-
rises=—though it does have & small historic ssction
with some pemudne atractions, inchading a lvely cow
ered marker. Locaed i the mickdle of the sland, the
city mehes & pood base foe explocation.

1 Lagra da Conesieao is the iskind's Malshu, the
nomhern hamber of Jurené, with itz epulent homes, is
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its Beverly Hills, The neighborhood's iewest hotspot
& Praia de Cafe, 5 beach chals and restauirant opened
Last Diecensber by Jah and some of his Brasilian par.
ners. Relaxed but sexy is the aperative siyle an the
island s 8 whole, but here it reaches 5 puaress form
O one Febauary altermoon, girls with impossible fig-
ures dressed in the barest essentials saunter in from
the beach keaking like they are fresh [rorm a Shern
Iingtrared worinemoin sheot And indeed, a1t besst one
of them —Femanda Motia, wife of Prais ds Cale's
eo-owner Roper Redriguess—is. In fact, as sle and
o group of friends sit down to a lunch of grilled tam-
bacqud, an exguisite white fsh from the Amason, her
cell phone rings. A friend in New York is calling to say
she just saw a bikdnd chid Moma ona Temes Square bill-
board acdvertizing the bitesy Sports Hlomated isae

According to ber hushand, Flosipa is all alous
sirmplicity, “You can chill, party, eat well here. You
fust need s pood boat and thar's it,” seps Rodrigues,
His partner Mareos Compos, lashing a besvy pold
watch, adds brightly, " And nobady needs g bullet-
proof car bere,”

When night falls, things kick into a higher gear, Jah
and his partrers also just opened km7, an Thizastyle
eluls described by Tah as “full-on,™ thanks to ies light
nrscd soursd systems and coliseusi-strle lvout. There's
£ven a separate cirance for VIPs, & rarity in Brazil,
“Bust all the clientele are beautiful,* insists Jah,

For these in the mood for a full-Dedged rave,
there iz Waning, one of Brazil's higgest nighrclubs,
8 4, 000-person spice where world-class [s spin.
Unfortunately, it is off the island, and the drive
seross the bay bridge can take 90 minuies in traffic.
But dedicated elubbers pet nround that, At dawn,
chappers oocasionally land on a Aisld a Few hundred
feet from the doars, and then it's a 20-mimte Aight
back 1o Flaripa. After a nap, it's time to hit the sand-
board, or whatever. “What T love about Floripa,™
says Jah, "is that it ean g0 from chic 1o bohembn—
and bacle—in 60 seconds” —JAMER BEGINATO

FLORIPA 411
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